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Welcome to a Brand New Year!
It is my honor to be your Alaska State Horseshows
President once again this year, and I truly hope this letter
finds you all happy, healthy, and full of enthusiasm for
the upcoming year! This year marks many changes as we
welcome a new horse show season, a new summer full of
activity, and a new decade full of hopes and dreams. The
year 2020 will, for the first time in ASH history, mark some
significant changes made to aide us in making the horse
shows more affordable and fun for all. In this newsletter
you will be able to read in depth about what a Special
ASH Show (SASH show) will look like. SASH Shows will NOT
be USEF or USHJA rated, but WILL be ASH rated and the
divisions offered will count for year-end ASH
awards. These shows will be held to many of the same
standards as large shows, but will allow horse show
management to lower costs and have shorter weekends
for those who may work.
Besides the structure of the horse shows, ASH has also
welcomed three extras seats to the board of directors. We
welcome to the board for their three year term Dana
Eaton, Lauren Williams, and Kathryn Focht who are no
strangers to ASH and the horse show circuit. We look
forward to working together for the ASH community. I
would like to say a special thank you to Mrs. Beth Theisen,
who served the ASH Board of Directors many years as a
board member and as President for multiple years. Her
dedication to this community continues to inspire us and
we thank her for her service. I would also like to
acknowledge and say thank you to Mrs. Sonna Lyle and
her many, many years of service to us. These two great
ladies will be sorely missed on the ASH Board of Directors.
Currently there is one seat available on the board, so if
you are interested in serving please send an email
to ash.president@gmail.com
Please mark your calendars with all of the exciting events
being brought to you this year, and best of luck in your
showing dreams!
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Introducing: SASH Shows
Who is excited to get back into the show ring?
Well, 2020 has some exciting news for Alaska
equestrians with more opportunities to show! A new
section will be added to the ASH rule book, which will
outline specific requirements for the special shows
approved by ASH.
We bring you Special ASH Shows!
Here are some of the requirements that are needed for
SASH Shows:
Application for ASH consideration
Current negative EIA/coggins
Current flu/Rhino vaccination
Insurance (show)
USEF judge and/or USEF steward of any rating (show)
Emergency personnel on site
ASH special shows: ASH will recognize classes held at a
show not sanctioned by USEF providing the classes are
held in accordance with ASH and USEF division
specifications, and that all other requirements for ASH
recognition have been fulfilled. These shows will be
recognized as ASH Special Shows and must be
designated as such on the cover of the prize list. They
must be operated in accordance with USEF rules, except
where specifically overridden by ASH rules and must
include the following statement in the prize list.
We can't wait to see everyone this summer!
If you have any questions regarding SASH Shows, please
email Amy Brassard at ash.president@gmail.com
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Looking Forward
2020 Board Members:
Jaimie Thurman - President
Lauren Williams - Vice President
Dana Eaton - Secretary
Robin Young - Treasurer
Skylar Workman
Rebecca Kissee
Amy Brassard
Kathryn Focht
Jessie Carlisle - Junior Board Member
Camille Focht - Junior Board Member
2020 Summer Calendar:
May 28-31
VHSA Spring Classic
France Equestrian Center, Palmer, AK
June 13-14
ADA Spring Festival
WCCEC, Anchorage, AK
June 27-28
VHSA SASH Show
WCCEC, Anchorage, AK
July 10-11
ADA July Jubilee I
WCCEC, Anchorage, AK
July 12
ADA July Jubilee II
WCCEC, Anchorage, AK
July 17-19
VHSA Derby Days & SASH Show
France Equestrian Center, Palmer, AK
July 28 - August 2
AHJA Benefit Horse Show
WCCEC, Anchorage, AK
August 8-9
ADA Biggest Event Ever
WCCEC, Anchorage, AK
September 5-7
VHSA SASH Show
France Equestrian Center, Palmer, AK
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Meet & Greet
Meet our newly elected board members!
Lauren Williams - Vice President
Lauren is a life long Alaskan and has been
riding for most of her life. She has owned
and shown numerous horses with fond
memories of the past horse shows. Most
recently she has been showing her horse
Stella, that she started as a youngster, in the
hunter divisions with Eaton Equestrian
Center.

Dana Eaton - Secretary
To get to know Dana: She loves horses.
Full stop. They are a puzzle to try to solve
every day. How do they respond to this
aid, or this one. They are such amazing
creatures that somehow do things for us
that they would rather not do. They
outweigh us by so much, yet allow us to
ride them. After 40 years of being around
them, they still surprise and challenge
her which is why she can stay interested
and involved in this industry.
Amy Brassard
Amy was born and raised in Anchorage, Alaska.
She established the love for horses from her
older sister Emily and started riding icelandic
horses at the age of 6 and fell in love. Amy
competed in the Alaska state quarter horse
shows for many years. In 2014 she rescued her
horse Sven from a kill pen in Washington, they
have since found the love of jumping together
and actively compete in the Alaska HunterJumper shows.
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Meet & Greet
Meet our newly elected board members!
Kathryn Focht
Kathryn Martell Focht is originally from Texas
where she grew up with horses, competing in
hunter jumper shows, did extensive trail riding
and dabbled in Dressage. After a 17 year
hiatus, she began riding again in Alaska. She
took dressage lessons with Jenny Rousey for 4
years, but recently has been in a supporting
role as a horse mom for Camille as her riding
has become more involved. They have been
part of ASH since 2014 when Camille started
training with Northgate Farms.
Camille Focht - Junior Board Member
Camille is from Palmer and has been part
of the Alaska horse community for nearly
seven years. She began riding at the age of
six while she was part of a local 4H group.
But after a year of 4H Camille started
lessons with NorthGate Farms located at
Sindorf Equestrian Center, where she
began to learn the basics of
Hunter/Jumper. She now has been
successfully competing with NorthGate
Farms for the past five years. Camille is very
excited to show this summer with her horse
Cameo.
Jessie Carlisle - Junior Board Member
Jessie is from Anchorage and is a high school
senior. She has been riding for six years, and
currently trains with Jaimie Thurman at
Diamond H Ranch.With her lease horse Duke,
Jessie has enjoyed competing in hunter and
equitation classes in ASH affiliated shows. She
has made many friends through horse shows in
Alaska and could not be more grateful for the
horse community.
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The IEA Experience
By Camille Focht
I have done IEA, Interscholastic Equestrian Association, for
two years now. IEA is an amazing program that allows you to
ride and learn from other horses and a unique style of horse
show. Not only has IEA helped my riding flourish, it has
shown me a true team experience.
Most of the girls on my team, Scottsdale team II, train with
Betty Beran at Smoke Tree Ranch. But there are also five
riders that train with VC Smith in Prescott, AZ, 2 hours
outside of Scottsdale. This provides a team of diverse riders
from all different backgrounds. Not only does having a
diverse team further enrich the IEA shows, but so does to
riding a different horse every time you show.
Most of the horses at the IEA shows are older but have
experienced incredible careers, many of them in grand prixs.
Personally ,my favorite horse would be Zwirn, he is a twenty
year old retired four foot show hunter and 1.30 jumper from
Europe. He has a great personality and is very intelligent, I
am so happy that he had so much to teach me this IEA
season.
I am incredibly grateful that I am able to ride in IEA and be
immersed in different horse communities. Overall I have
learned a wealth of knowledge that I wouldn't trade for
anything.
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Meet and Greet with Alaskan Horses and their People
By Jessie Carlisle
Grand Finale
Finale is definitely a beauty at the barn. Owned by Claire
Oleary, this 15.3, Zangersheide mare is an excited and
intelligent horse who still operates with her own opinions.
Claire has owned Finale for a little over a year and
brought her up to Alaska From British Columbia, Canada.
Since then, the two have formed a great team and
competed in horse shows in Alaska, making their debut
in summer 2019. They currently train with Jaimie
Thurman at Diamond H Ranch, in Anchorage.
When horse shopping, Claire tried many horses to decide
which one she wanted to purchase and bring home with
her to Alaska. However, when she met Finale, she knew
that she had found a special horse. Claire described her
first ride on Finale and said, “It was really fun, she was
excited to work. She had the most experience out of the
horses that I tried.” It was clear that Finale was a special
horse and had a connection to the people around her.
Since Finale has arrived in Alaska, she and Claire have
competed in hunter/jumper shows in hunter and
equitation classes.
While Finale loves the thrill of big jumps and the
challenge of an intricate course, she also enjoys round
pen time and long bareback rides. Her personal favorite
snack is organic carrots, but she will also gladly accept
peppermints. Claire has also bonded with Finale through
their signature trick, the fist bump.
When asked how Finale is to ride, Claire responded that
she is receptive to the rider and has a great aptitude
toward position and feeling. “Relax, she’s super sensitive
to how you’re feeling and your body movements,” would
be her first advice to anyone if they were about to ride
Finale. In training, this cute, athletic mare is a superstar
when it comes to anything jumping related, and she gets
excited in lessons. Finale’s favorite training activity is
anything that involves the left lead, or poles.
This year, the duo plans to show in 2’6 hunter, jumper and
equitation classes in the coming show season. As a young
team, the two are excited for what’s to come and the
competitions ahead. One thing is for sure, watch out for
them in the show ring!
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Meet and Greet with Alaskan Horses and their People
By Jessie Carlisle

Cameo
In many Alaskan horse shows, Cameo and her owner
Camille Focht have been recognized as a great
team. They have competed in multiple
hunter/jumper shows and have won many classes
together. Camille bought Cameo from Prescott,
Arizona two years ago and brought her up to Alaska.
A six year old, 15.2, Hanoverian Holsteiner mare,
Cameo is smart and opinionated, but also has a
willing spirit. Another fun fact about this amazing
mare is that her favorite food is dandelions!
The first time Camille met Cameo, she was not
initially impressed. However, she says that after she
was able to ride her she saw her potential. “I picked
Cameo, because she had a good brain,” said
Camille, “She was the best fit for me out of the
horses I tried.”
Comeo is a very intelligent horse; she listens to
everything the rider does. As Camille puts it, “She
always has a follow up question.” She also said that
if someone was going to ride Cameo she would want
them to understand that, “Everything they ask has
to be turned into her idea.” While this sophisticated
mare likes to make the decisions, she is also very in
tune with her rider’s body position. Another tip
Camille had was, “Don’t tighten your seat bones.”
Seeing how well the pair competes at shows, no one
would know how much work and understanding
goes into each class they compete in.
This year the two plan to compete in 3’0 hunter and
equitation classes. Currently, Cameo is at Sindorf
Equestrian in Palmer, Alaska. Camille trains with
Jenny Rousey. Look forward to seeing them in many
ASH shows in the future.
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Meet and Greet with Alaskan Horses and their People
By Jessie Carlisle
Augustus
Augustus, known as Gus, is certainly an exceptional five
year old gelding. Owned by Katie Demarzo, this 16’2
thoroughbred has an easy going personality and an
exceptional attitude. Katie purchased Gus one year ago,
in British Columbia, Canada. They have since competed
in multiple ASH shows.
When Katie first met Gus, she was on a bit of a time
crunch. Instead of having multiple days to look at horses,
her horse shopping trip ended up being only one day. She
was glad that she found him. “He was really fun and easy
going; his jump was very pretty,” she says. When it came
down to it, she said that his temperament for his young
age was the main determining factor. “He was just five
and so cute, he was perfect in attitude and
temperament.”
While Gus is very calm and steady, he also enjoys his
social life. Katie informed me that he has many animal
friends. She said, “He loves dogs and goats, and other
animals.” Even though he is a chill horse, he is rarely
caught rolling or laying down. Gus’s favorite snack is
apples, although he can’t quite figure out how to eat
them so they mostly end up on the ground.
Katie described Gus during training: “He is willing to do
what you ask him; if he gets frustrated he will rarely
throw a fit.” With the appearance of a much more
mature horse, Gus has been called, “An old soul,” by
many. The advice Katie would give to someone about to
ride Gus would be, “Take initiative right at the walk, and
the rest of the ride will be easy. Gus just needs to be told
how to do something.” Gus’s exemplary temperament
makes him a barn favorite of many.
This year Katie and Gus plan to compete in equitation
and hunter classes in ASH shows. Katie’s favorite classes
are equitation and Gus’s are hunter. Katie currently rides
At Eaton Equestrian Centre in Anchorage, Alaska, and
trains with Dana Eaton.
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Fight Those Winter Blues
By Amy Brassard
These Alaskan winters can be tough on us Equestrians,
and many of us are itching to get back into the show
ring. One of the ways that I like to spend the time off
season, is actually listening to a podcast! Like many
others, I like to spend every minute I have with my
horses, and we know there isn't much of those in these
cold winters, and this podcast keeps me intrigued by
anything, and everything equestrian. This podcast in
particular is the Horse Radio Network! This network is
the leading online radio (podcast) network for horse
lovers worldwide. The network has so many different
channels that you are sure to fall in love with!
The "Horses in the Morning" is one of my favorites to
listen to, it is the only live morning show with an equine
theme and is also the most popular podcast in the horse
world. This show goes over the lively and entertaining
daily look at the horse world, and the people in it. This
channel is one example of the many!
Let's take a look at what the other channels have to
offer. The "Heels Down Happy Hour" covers who's
winning what, and what weird rules are you probably
going to violate at your next horse show.
The "Dressage Radio Show USDF" is hosted by two grand
prix riders. This show is a training based program laced
with exciting interviews, book reviews, and news from
the world of dressage.
The "Plaidcast", and the "Plaidcast Junior" is a weekly
podcast that includes special guests such as olympian
equestrians, top hunter/jumper riders, trainers, horse
show managers, and industry riders. Plus in depth
conversations on topics that matter; horsemanship,
collegiate equestrians, the state of our sport and horse
show how-tos for riders at every level. The Plaidcast
Junior is an all-ages equestrian podcast geared towards
education, and tackling the issues that matter to young
riders.
The "Retired Racehorse Radio", is your guide to the
adoption, care, and training of the retired racehorse.
Those are just a few of the many channels that the
network offers, go and check it out for yourself! You can
listen on any podcast player or download the Horse
Radio Network app. Enjoy!
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Celebrating 2019
2019 Special Awards:
Maynard Smith Award - Sonna Lyle
Marvin Slaughter Junior Sportsmanship Award Blaine Senden
Skookum Award - Geronimo
2019 Year End Champions:
Short Stirrup Hunter - Bravada
Long Stirrup Hunter - Limitless
Modified CH/AA Hunter - Geronimo
CH/AA Hunter - Cameo
Junior/AO Hunter - Clido Z
Low Working Hunter - Limitless
Open Working Hunter - Geronimo
3'3 Performance Hunter - Geronimo
3'6 Performance Hunter - Viva La Vida
High Performance Hunter - Viva La Vido
Pleasure Horse 1st Yr Green - Augustus
Geldings at Halter - Calido Z
Mares at Halter - Color Me Hopeful
JR/AA Showmanship - Kylie Pelant
Short Stirrup Equitation - Katie DeMarzo
Long Stirrup Equitation - Carol Libbey
Modified CH/AA Equitation - Bronte Beck
Hunter Seat Equitation 2'9" - Camille Focht
Hunter Seat Equitation 3'0" - Barbara McDonough
ASH Hunter Seat Medal - Jayden Houston
.65M Beginning Jumper - Rio De Janeiro
.75M Modified CH/AA Jumper - Rio De Janeiro
.85M Jumper - Lily of the Valley
.90M CH/AA Jumper - Ezekiel
.95M Jumper - Beam Me Up
1.00M Jumper - Prinz Z
1.05M & Above Jumper - Viva La Vida
AA Training Level - Kristi Seymour
AA First Level - Britt Cooper
Performance First Level - Linda Kelley
Open Third/Fourth Level - Daralene Capps
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